"Cucumbers, Onions 8: Garlic" 

Text : Numbers 11:5, 

.e remember the fish which we did eat in Sgypt freely; the cucumbers, and 
^the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic," 

Scripture: Numbers 11:1-9 

Who would think that something as common as an onion would play an important 

role in the life of a people? Or for that matter, cucumbers, and garlic 

as well? But strangely enough we read of it in the 11th chapter of Numbers, 

which we read as our scripture, HHstxwsxEHHxsssxxZHKxtktx for this morning. 

We can see from this episode that man has not changed too drastically in 

his behaviour in the more than 3000 years since this was written. But let 

us loo': at what is being said and done here. 

In xfcsx:g±rxfcctx¥KXXK5XH£ this chapter we read of the complaining of the 

iksxE as they were wandering in 
people about their present lot in -^sxxx±i^sxKSSSx«xs.±sjs±sJsx the second 

in the They w ere 

year &xxki£K±r wilderness. sransttsEin^xasxtJiBirxMEEH going from Sinai to 
at this time. 
^Nadesh-Barne a . ^ECSH3xxa:i^x3xiaxxSkssH;xpsisp±HX!±isj5±Eas:HSxscH!ix 

In this group of people were to be found some who were outsiders. In 
other words they were not Israelites, and they are identified as"the 
mixed multitude" in the KJV. In the R3V they are called"rabble" and the 
Living Bible identifies them as Egyptians. These people were from Egypt, 
and very easily could have been classified as Egyptians, but whether they 
were actually all Egyptians is not known. All that can be really de- 
termined, is that they were some of the outcasts of Egypt, as were the 
Israelites with whome they lived, xh They have been identified as 
"Riff Raff" by a Jewish scholar. But the mixed multitude and the Israel- 
ites began to become a little "Homesick" for the land from which they had 
fled. They began to look back and remember some of the things they had 
left behind. They said, (read text) and also verse 5. They were saying 
that the familiar things they formerly ate were not available, and there 
was no longer the variety of food they formerly had and the manna which 
was being supplied by God, was beginning to become too much of the same 



thing. The poorer class of people, or the working class kSxjshb[h±e which 
,_ hese people were, ate (read from list in Bible), bread, (made of millet 
or maize), milk, new cheese, eggs, small salted fish, cucumbers, melons, 
gourds of a great variety of kinds, leeks, anions, beans, chick peas, Imping, 
the fruit of the black egg-plant, lentils, dates and pickles. As well as 
garlic. In fact it is said that it is almost impossible to find a native 
servant in Palestine who can refrain from eating garlic with almost every- 
thing. Thus we can see why the people complained of not having the fish 
which abounded in Jgypt, as well as the cucumbers, onions and garlic. 
What this also shows is that these people were continually looking backi^ard, 
and lamenting their lot in life, instead of looking ahead to the blessings 
that would come in the future from almighty God. But can we not see hhi 
the people of thas day and age doing and acting in the same manner? Can 
we not perhaps see ourselves on display in this portion of scripture? 
-low many times have you heard, or even remarked yourself about how things 
"used to be? The so called "Good old days." 
I wonder how many of us would really like to go bask to kerosene lanterns, 
houses without central heat, outside plumbing, and some of the other things 
thatvwere back in the "Good old days?" 

.0 have problems with our culture and our way of life and we all agree to 
this, but I believe it is more to be desired than living; in a house that 
hasf only one heated room, the kitchen. Or taking a bath once a week in 
a washtub in the middle of the kitchen. Or thawing out frozen pipes in 
the winter, and many of the other inconveniences that were to be had in 

those days. 

have 
Our present day conditions has prompted many, many people to take that 

backward look, and to yearn for the "Cucumbers, Onions, and Garlic" of 

3 tend at fcfexs the beginning of the new year to look back and 

to reminisce about past days, and share our dread for the unknown days of 

the future. iieminiscence is fine, but we cannot live in the past. What 

is gone, is merely that, gone and cannot be relived or reclaimed. 



-3- 

V/hat is needed instead, is a forward looking positive approach to 1975. 
hire, we have weathered some very had days in the year just past. One of 
the men at Bible itudy yesterday morning, made the classic remark that 
we should rejoice, because 197^ is over. The predictions &£ for 1975 in 
many respects are not too bright, and we are told things may get worse 
instead of better. Thomas Paine wrote, "These are the times that try 
men's souls." And they are indeed. 

The great depression of 1929 on, saw many, many people buckle under the 
strain and end it all by jumping from buildings and bridges by the hun- 
dreds. Gomeone has remarked that if we had another depression of such 
proportion, there would be twice as many destroying themselves, Terhaps 
that estimate is right. But one thing is for certain, and that is we 
have all become accustomed to living in affluence, and if our affluence is 
su denly taken away, yx our very existence will be threatened. Our young 
neople have been raised in a society in which most of them have never 
seen or lived through hard times. In many h£ respects this has caused prob- 
lems for some of them, for they desire to launch out in their married life 
with a new house, a new car, and everything Mother and Dad x& have, which 
took them 10, 15, 20, or more years to accumulate. 'e have seen young 
people tear down, and burn and destroy, simply because of their impatience 
to change things for the better. But we have also seen tksxwscK±i±x3isEkB±H 
EkaK^HXESiiiEaiiy^xfeaKaHHKXiafateiaEteaHiixMifefe shortages created because of 
the greed of some large industries, and of &taxjC2HE!±xH:fcdbi some individuals. 
We have seen large scale corruption in government on all levels. All of 
this has come about mainiby because we are accustomed tovhaving much and 
the desire has been to have more, and more in all ages and levels of 
society. 

oo when we look back -,nd ye^rn for the things of yesteryear that we equate 
with making fcto our society a better one or a better one in which to live, 
we are looking in the wrong direction. Instead of looking and thinking of 



things, we need instead to be looking and thinking of values. le have 
"ost our sense of values, and this is at the root of our problems. tfe 
no longer accept honesty as the best policy, but instead accept using 
whatever means to accomplish our end. We no longer completely accept 
morality how we should live and govern our lives, but we accept instead, 
"doing your own thing," or "whatever tunns you on," as our rule of living. 
!e no longer seek to live by what God would have us do as a nation and as 
individuals, but by looking to Messiahs in government and business. 
And we wonder why the world is in such a mess. But all is not lost. There 
is yet hope. But the cure is not easy and it may require some sacrifice 
on our part. ;le are told by government officials that we may :> have to 
jm tighten our belts a bit. I erhaps this is what is bothering most people, 
because we have not had to do this since the days of the depression. But 
people did it then and it can be done again if need be. 

T esus taught us that whatever we sow, that is what we are going to reap. 
Je have sown all of the seeds that have now grown to maturity and are 
causing the problems, and so we now must cope with them. To those who 
fescysXEnaxs;K±±^isHXHE do not have Christ in their lives, they have nothing 
to look forward to in 1975. But to those who do, we have tfre promise, 
that, 7Lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the world." The 
world is coming to an end, and God's plan and purpose is being worked 
out each minute of each day. The times we are going through have been 
predicted many times in God's word, and nothing can stop God's plan from 
being fulfilled. 

How if -=11 of this sounds like a prophecy of doom, so be it. But I look 
upon it as an opportunity to get right with God. We know not what the 
next moment or the next day may bring forth. The .Second Coming of Jesus 
Christ could be today, or tomorrow, or sometime this year. The time nor 
hour makes HsxiiixfMXKHEH is of any consequence, '..bat is important is that 
we have the opportunity to look back to the "Cucumber, Onions and Garlic," 
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0RO73 FOR WORSHIP M:QO A.M. 
Preluoe: "q q9 Himself is With U'e" 

S.I LENT PLAYER 

*Proce-ss ional Hymn No. I_"3 ri * s with gladness men of old 11 

^Ascription - Choral Amen 

*Exhqrtat I ON 

^Confess ion (In Unison) "Gracious Goo, Father of oUft Lord 
Jesus Christ, you have promised to recetve us when we come 
TO YOU. We confess that we have sinned against you in 

THOUGHTj WORD AND DEED. We HAVE PI-OBEYED YqUR LAW. 

We have not loved you or our neighbors as we should. 
Forgive us, Goo, and grant that «e may live and serve 
you jn newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
*Kyrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 

*AseuRANCE of Pardon - Choral Amen 
Tra i s E 

"Pastors '0 LqRD open our lips. 

*People: And our mouth ehall show fo*th thy praise 
*Doxogosy No. 55' Jrot Bibles? 

Scripture Lesson: Numbers II: 1-9 Liead vren? 

Hymn No. |£$ "Thou didst leave Thy throne 11 
•Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles' Creed) 
*Glcri a Patri 
"Call to Prayer 

"Pastor; The Lord he with you. 
"People: And with thy spirit. 
"Pastor! Let us Pray, 
*Prayer and Prayer Rebponse 
Offer] ng 

Offertory "Consecr^t ion" Wi lson 

Solo: "Old Rugged Cross" (Tenor S^xaphone -Rol Thompson) 
Sermon: "CUCUMBERS, ONIONS, AND GARLIC 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 



fHvMN qf Dedication No. 299 "Lead on. King eternal,'" 
"Benediction ano Three Fold Amen 

Organ Pobtlude: "tw For a Trumphet" Marttn 

__________ 'congregation standing --.-.--- 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 
Mr. & Mrs. David Renbhl in memory of'^ranoparents' 1 
Arch and Nora Rensel. 
Se-rvIng as Ushers today are: "Allen BqtaCCHi, John 
Redman, Dan Boskq, Robert Kanuer, Charles Penar. 
Deacon and Mrs, Charles Penar will represent Council 

AT THE DOOR TOOaY. &&*&&***- fbrt f+e- /■' '/ r£ p»M,?U ^AvSa. 

Nursery will oe provided today by Mrs. SHARONytf*-^* /^ #, 
Stauffer and Laurel StaUffer. Xfk tfAyjr'f*^ 

THE ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY WAS 1 80. tf. f !-(-'**.■ ■'■ ftt,l* /LLiAlfj -*. 

^-.Hospitalized: Mrs. Emma Heginbotham, Mrs. Grace - ''- ' L/r // 
Charlton, Mrs. Dorothy Ni cholas. Mr. & Mrb. Bruce ^** 

Fencil brought their new saby home - 3I„ Hickory St, V 

Mqn. - 7:30 - WOMEN'S MARY PRUGH CIRCLE 
^%o. - 7:30 - CHURCH COUNCTL MEETING 

Thurs, - The NEWSLETTER will se published - all material 
11 to be in by Wednesday. 

Fr 1 , - 9:30 P.M. - ARC will go sown nq - Bowlaway 
Lanes — Lunch at the Bqwlawav afterwards. Richard 
Bartons are in charoe of Bowling Party. 
"J>All Organizations should have at least one: representa- 
TfVE present - Pres. 3R V, Pres. today at I ;3Q to 
set up the Programs for the Year book - This is 

VERY IMPORTANT THIS ALSO INCLUDES PpEB . V. PRES. 

Sec 1 v. ano Treas. on Council. 
"*>-THe Committees will be set up at 3:00 P.M. today 

after the Program calandar - this includes the 

Executive Board of Council and Treasurers. 
yr All Organizations should have reports in for Yearbook 

as soon as possible. 
"P~ The Congregational Dinner and meeting is set for 

January 26 at 5 : 30 P.M. We are running close to 

schedule, - so please get them ready and in. 
Please do not use any more 197^ envelopes - the only 

ONES TO BE POSTED NqW ARE FOR 1975. 

; The material for the Newsletter - Jan, and Feb. has 
/ not been received to date, however, we hope that it 

\l WILL BE HERE IN TIME TO SEND OUT WITH THE NEWSLETTER, 

\£/em jrw- Welcome visitors; sign ca jbook 
greet people next to you. 



grt dep 29 saw many buc":le und atr end bv Hump 
bids bridge " J e 

1 say if another dep twice many do so 
• erhaps rt 

all accust liv in affluence 
if affl sudd take away, very exist threten 

sop raise societ which most never seen/lived 
tiai time 

many respect cause props 4- them, 
they desire launch marria new hous/car etc, 
ii n mora/aad, who work 10 - 15- 20 yr 2 do 

have seen yg peop tear dn/destroy/burn Bcause imp 
2 change things 4- better 
But also seen shortage creat Bcause greed sum Ige 
indu3 Sj sura indivs ise 

36 ?? 1 P scale corrup govt all levels 
all this mainly Bcause we accus hav much/desire 
have more/more in all ages levels society 
Bo when look back yern 4 things yestervr that we 
, equate with mafc societ better 1/better 1 .which live, 
we look wrong direo ' 

indeed look/thin- things, need insted look/thi k 
values 

We lost sens valus this at root prob 
no longer accep honesty best policy 
insted accep use what means aocompl end 
no long compl accep morality how shud live pw liv 
accep insted, "do own thing" "what turns on" 
as rule of liv 
no long live what God wul have do as nat & indiv 
Insted loo'-: i.essiahs gov & business 
c then wonder why world in mess 
But all not lost, there yet hope 
cure not easy, may req sum sacrif our parts 
(e told gov official may have titen belt 
:"hap this bother peop, 
no hav do since dep, but did then £ can do again 
Js taurht ,,'hat 3ow Will tie- D ■ 
we eown seeds ■>. now matured now must reap them 
2 those who no hav Xp in lives nothing look 4- 75 
those do have promise, "Lo I am with jtou alwa. 
eve n unto the end o f the - worXaT n — 

2 end, G~pTan~purp "be worked out ea 






~77orld come 
min ea day 

limes pred many time G's Word, which we &o thr 
nothing stop G's plan B fulfill 



"Cucumbers, . niona, and Garlic" 

i lumbers 11:5, 

• -member the fish which we did eat in ^igyp t 

f reely; the cucumbers, a nd the melons, jmd the leeks 
he onions, and the^garlic tf 

«rha think comm onion import role life peop? 
■ ■-■■:■■■' ■ n] c a 3 well? 
in 11th chap Nuro read as scrip this IM 
man no change much 5500+ yr: 

In chap read peop complain/2nd yr wander/K,?desh-Bar 
nea. 
some group outsiders, "Mixed Multitude" KJV 
"Rubble" ;;,•'// Egyptians ible 
whatever, they outcasts Jgypt 
called "Hiff liaff" Jew Scholar 
Mixed Mult ',-. Isites homesick Egypt 
looked back & remem sum things left behind 

Giead text ~ t vs 6) 
They say'theae no avail/no varie/manna same old 
(read list foods in bible) 
Say, native i nles eat garlic almost everything 

Peop complain no same food Egypt 
" continually look backward 
Can we no see peop this day do same 
' " " " selves on display this scrip';' 

many time hear/say, how fcnia 
"Good old days" 

probs culture/way life, how many want :;o back, 
?ne lamp/no central heat/out plumb, 
i resent day better desired than, houes one heat rm 
take bath 1ce wk tub in kit/thaw froz pipe etc. 

Fres. day cond prompt many/many peop look back & 
yearn for "Cue, unions \ Garlic" of -Jsypt 
Tend beg yr look hack renin past day & share dred 
of unknow future 
.{emin fine but cannot live past 
what gone, merely that, gone cannot relive/recla: 
what need insted, forward look approach 75 

Sure, wether bad day yr past 
Bible study man, "re.joi 74 over" 
( >ed 75 not 2 brite/told things get worse B4- bettt 

I'om iaine ' These are the times that try men's soul s' 
they are maeed 



sound like prophecy doom, so 3 it 
I look as opp get rt G 
We know not what next moment/day taring forth 
2nd coming Js Xp culd B 2day, 2morrow/this yr 

time nor hour of any consequence 
t more import we have opp look bale to "Cucura 

Onio ns & Garli c" of yester, * 

° s y look ahed to gloiTetern await all who come Xp 
75 stretch B4 us vast unchart C 

day unfold nu revel those ope harts 2 G 
Can B yr rich fulfill/enjoy, regard cloudy drearv 
news may come politic/world trade/business deals" 
But can only be rich/reward/fulfill, if resolve 
seek G*s guidance in His Word 
by come Him thru Xp daily prayer 
& desire live 4 Him, & hav Xp daily companion 
in lives 

Decision ours 
Perhaps sum feel want 75 B diff 

" not sure relationship Xp 
" feel need answers 2 life 
Hay B sum want reded lives to Xp 

In moment give chance come forward, 
if want speak me private may do so 
just get up & come forward 
good way 2 start new yr 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



